Mission & Goals

The Women’s Section has
been a strong presence in
CCCBA for over 25 years
and welcomes men and
women practicing in all areas
of the law who work or live
in Contra Costa County.

The goal of the section is to
further the advancement of
women in the legal
profession and the judiciary.
To do so, the Section offers
frequent networking
opportunities, such as
“Power Lunches” and happy
hours, MCLE classes with
notable and relevant
speakers, and fundraising
and community events, such
as the Honorable Patricia
Herron and Honorable Ellen
James Scholarship, and an
annual Awards Dinner.

For membership
information, please contact
Jennifer Comages,
Membership Director for
the Contra Costa County
Bar Association via email at

Women’s Sectionw

Contra Costa County Bar Association

SPRING 2020 NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the Spring 2020 Women’s Section Newsletter!
Thank you for taking time to learn about our upcoming events,
awards, and members!

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

We love to celebrate the accomplishments of our members!

= Congratulations to the
Hon. Anita L. Santos

After being nominated by the
CCCBA Women's Section
Board, the Honorable Anita
Santos was selected by California
Women Lawyers (CWL) as the
2020 Rose Bird Memorial Award
honoree for her contributions to
the legal community and her
leadership on critical issues that
directly impact our democracy.
CWL gives this award to judges
who are courageous and compassionate, exhibit brilliance and
excellence, demonstrate a devotion to public service, and
inspire the women lawyers of California.

Jurists across the Northern California courts have received the
award, including inaugural recipient Hon. Joyce Kennard (Ret.),
Hon. Claudia Wilken, and Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye.
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2020 Board

Officers
Rachel H. Leonard, President
Tate & Associates

Celine M. Simon, Vice-
President, Newsletter Editor

Strata Legal
Janell M. Alberto, Secretary

Mujdah Rahim, Treasurer
Law Office of Mujdah Rahim

Members-At-Large
Marissa Boyd

Brown Gee & Wenger

Sasha Gray
Brown Gee & Wenger

Brittany Hendrix-Smith

Law Offices of Brittany
Hendrix-Smith

Ariel Brownell Lee
Law Office of Ariel Brownell

Mujdah Rahim

Law Office of Mujdah Rahim
Ingrid Rodriguez

Brown Gee & Wenger

Crystal L. Van Der Putten
Livingston Law Firm

Ex-Officio
Patanisha Davis
Key Counsel, P.C.

In celebration of Judge Santos’ achievements, the Women’s
Section will be hosting a reception on July 17, 2020 from 5PM —
7PM. (See Event Details on page 7.)

Congratulations to Judge Santos!

WINE AUCTION &
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER

The CCCBA Women'’s Section’s Annual Wine Tasting and
Auction to benefit the Honorable Patricia Herron and the
Honorable Ellen James Scholarship Fund is coming up on May
14, 2020, from 5:15 pm - 7:30 pm at Round Hill
Country Club, 3169 Round Hill Road, Alamo.

We would love for you and others from your firm to join us at
the event.

The Scholarship Fund awards scholarships to law students who
have demonstrated excellence in academics, women'’s issues
and a commitment to Contra Costa County. Past recipients
include law students who have worked with the Contra Costa
District Attorney’s office helping victims of violent crimes
against women, developed after school programs for school-
aged children, been active community board members in
various organizations and have worked nationally and
internationally to promote healthcare and economic
opportunities for the underprivileged — in large part while also
attending law school. They deserve the recognition and
support our scholarship provides and much more.

We will be recognizing our sponsors both in the Contra Costa
Lawyer as well as at the benefit itself. Because the scholarships
are funded primarily through generous contributions by firms
and individuals, we are asking for your help to sponsor us at an
amount that you and your firm feel comfortable. See pledge
form on next page, which you may return via fax, email or mail
to Patanisha Davis (her information is on the pledge form).



PLEDGE TO SUPPORT

The CCCBA Women's Section & The Honorable Patricia Herron and Honorable Ellen
James Scholarship Fund for 2020

2020 Wine Tasting & Silent Auction
May 14, 2020, 5:15 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Round Hill Country Club

Firm:

Street Address:

City: Zip:

Contact Person: Tel:

Email

Please indicate sponsorship level below:
Platinum Sponsor - $2500+

Platinum recognition in the Contra Costa Lawyer*, Event Recognition, Full Page
Program Placement, 8 Tickets to the Wine Tasting and Silent Auction with
Commemorative Glasses.

Gold Sponsor - $1000+

Gold recognition in the Contra Costa Lawyer*, Event Recognition, 6 Tickets to the Wine
Tasting and Silent Auction with Commemorative Glasses.

Silver Sponsor - $500+

Silver recognition in the Contra Costa Lawyer*, Event Recognition, 4 Tickets to the
Wine Tasting and Silent Auction with Commemorative Glasses.

Bronze Sponsor - $250+

Bronze recognition in the Contra Costa Lawyer*, Event Recognition, 2 Tickets to the
Wine Tasting and Silent Auction with Commemorative Glasses.

Friends of the Women's Section and Hon. Herron & Hon. James Scholarship

Any amount is greatly appreciated. $

Please make checks payable to the CCCBA. Please send to: Patanisha Davis, Key Counsel P.C.,
3440 Hillerest Ave., Suite 100, Antioch, CA 94531 or pat@keycounselpc.com. For those paying
with a credit/debit card, contact Anne K. Wolf at (925) 370-2540.

*Pledge form and pledge funds must be received by March 20, 2020 for recognition in the
Contra Costa Lawyer May Online Edition and by April 14, 2020 for recognition in the Wine
Tasting and Silent Auction program.




BOARD MEMBER FEATURE

e Introducing our new 2020 President of the Women’s Section
- Rachel H. Leonard. Rachel has over thirteen years of
litigation experience and specializes in defending clients in all
aspects of premises liability and medical malpractice litigation
representing retail businesses, hospitals and other healthcare
providers. Rachel's experience includes representing
mechanical contractors, flooring and ship decking
contractors, car manufacturers, and product manufacturers in
asbestos litigation, as well as handling all aspects of auto
accident insurance defense cases. Rachel formerly served as
a prosecutor for the Contra Costa District Attorney’s office
where she personally tried numerous criminal jury trials to
verdict. In addition to her trial experience, Rachel has
considerable experience in law and motion practice, including
targeted and successful motions for summary judgment,
depositions,  discovery, oral argument, settlement
conferences, mediations, and arbitrations.

e In her free time Rachel enjoys spending time with her family,
including her husband (Matt) and two children (Tyler, 9 and
Danielle, 6). She loves to ski, run, kickbox, and read.




OCTOBER 2019 AWARDS

SPECIAL THANK YOU FROM OUR

DINNER SPEAKER SYLVIA HIGH

Al M | N ( ; | | | | I A transformational training company specializing in results.
SYLVIA HIGH | Founder & CEO, Aiming High Inc.
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February 4, 2020
Hello -

It was a pleasure to be your presenter at the MCLE Spectacular hosted by the Contra Costa
County Bar Association. It is my great hope that this new year is already bringing you joy and
property since we have met. | want to acknowledge the important work that you do and the
impact that you have in our communities. As an attorney, you have a tremendous
responsibility and great deal of work in practicing law.

For over 25 years, Aiming High has the privilege of working with thousands and thousands of
people, just like you, and empowering them to uncover what they don't know, that they don't
know and they don’t even know that they don’t know it - better known as blind spots or hidden
beliefs. It is blind spots or hidden beliefs that stand between us and the things we say we want
to do.

Just like you do the work you do to remain current with changes in your profession, there is
always new ground that we can take to enhance our effectiveness, productivity, and our
qudlity of life. This is the heart of Aiming High Inc., a results-oriented training company,
specializing in workshops focused in retraining the brain to have you accomplish what you
have not already accomplished.

This is the first step in a journey of self-discovery, the Aiming High Game Changer Basic
Workshop. Many attendees have used it for various purposes such as enhance their
relationships, to own their own self-worth and power, change their family dynamics, grow their
business, and even more. It is designed to impact every sector of a human being’s life. Most
workshop graduates put the Game Changer in their top five experiences.

| am extending a special invitation for you to join me at the upcoming next Game Changer
Basic Workshop, April 30, 2020 — May 3, 2020 in Concord, California. It is a great way for you

to support yourself in soaring within this new year.

Please register using www.aiminghighinc.com or e-mail me at sylvia@aiminghighinc.com.

Always Aiming High,
%) b

Sylvia High,
Founder and CEO of Aiming High Inc.

Committed to Inventing Exfraordinary Futures



UPCOMING SECTION EVENTS
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First Power Lunch of the Year

Come join us at the First Power Lunch of the Year. It will be
held at Urban Plate in Pleasant Hill on April 14 from | 1:45 AM
— 1:15 PM. We look forward to continuing the tradition of
socializing and networking together with our members.

Women’s Section Annual Wine Auction &
Scholarship Fundraiser

Save the date for the Women’s Section Annual Wine Auction
& Fundraiser. This exciting and worthwhile event will be held
on May 14" from 5:15pm to 7:30pm at the Round Hill Country
Club in Alamo.

June Happy Hour

Come join us for Happy Hour at Lazy Dog
in Concord on June 9 from 5 PM — 7 PM.
This is a new venue for us. Thanks for
everyone who showed up at the last happy
hour in February 2020. (Picture on left.)

We look forward to continuing the
tradition of socializing and networking
together with our members. Dogs are
welcome at this venue.

Annual Women’s Section
Luncheon

Save the date for the Women’s Section June
Summer Lunch. It will be on June 25, 2020
from |1:45am to |:15pm. Location: TBA.



Reception Honoring Judge Santos,
2020 Rose Bird Memorial Award Recipient

Please join us for an evening reception in honor of Judge Santos
on July 17,2020 from 5:00pm to 7:00pm at the Hub
Conference Center at 2121 North California Boulevard,
Walnut Creek. At the reception, Judge Santos will be
presented with the award while her friends and colleagues
gather to honor her many achievements and contributions.

Special thanks to our host sponsor, Brown, Gee & Wenger,
LLP.

We are in need of several event sponsors for this event. To be
a recognized sponsor, a minimum donation of $150 is
requested, although any donation amount is welcome.

For more information or to RSVP, please contact Ariel
Brownell Lee at: Ariel@BrownellLegal.com.

ODDS & ENDS

Wine glasses for sale! The Women’s Section
is selling our signature stemless wine glasses
o for the low price of $5 each! All proceeds
Yomenssection] | 60 to our scholarship fund. Contact us at
cccbawomenssection@gmail.com to place

/ your order today!

e E—
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Offices for Lease:

Walnut Creek: Beautiful attorney offices. Presently
occupied by || attorneys, each with his/her own practice. A
couple offices will be opening up shortly. Single story house
converted to law offices in 1980. Fully remodeled with
pillars, built in's, fireplace, mahogany transaction counter,
crown and base molding, kitchen, conference room with
barreled ceiling, large wooden deck in rear, surrounded by
30' redwoods, etc. etc. etc. Park right outside the front
door! The perfect office for working hard but also relaxing at
the end of a long day! Attorneys have various areas of
expertise. Great networking opportunity for the right
person. Very congenial work environment.

Term & rent negotiable. Smoke & drug free property.

Contact Paul at 925/324-0695 or pbelaw(@pacbell.net

FEEDBACK

This newsletter will be issued quarterly instead of monthly
moving forward. We hope that this will allow us to deliver
better content to you.

Please send event ideas or any information and feedback about
the Section to us at cccbawomenssection@gmail.com.

We hope you have enjoyed the Spring 2020 Women’s Section
Newsletter!
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