
CIVILITY IN CONSERVATORSHIPS 

I. What are the civility standards generally? 
a. CCCBA Professional Standards incorporated into Local Rules 

i. Advance notice of scheduling activities 
ii. Avoid continuances/delay 

iii. Notice and service best practices 
iv. Discovery best practices 
v. Conflict with counsel and parties (demeanor) 

vi. Accuracy to court 
vii. Avoid unnecessary action, illegitimate objections 

b. California State Bar 
i. Avoid actions with no substantial purpose/delay 

ii. Candor to tribunal – ex parte requires full information 
iii. Truthfulness to others 

 
II. What makes conservatorships different? 

a. Focus on the best interests of conservatee 
i. Capacity issues 

ii. Rights taken away 
iii. Conservatee ends up paying fees for everyone 

b. Family distress and emotions 
c. Not plaintiff/defendant 
d. Court-appointed counsel, probate examiners, court investigators, accountings 
e. Lots of pro pers 
f. Private fiduciaries 
g. Cultural and socio-economic issues 

 
III. What does Contra Costa do well, badly differently (my view)? 

a. Court system 
i. Ex partes can actually get something done in a day 

ii. Probate examiners very accessible 
iii. Fee petitions granted liberally 

b. Attorneys 
i. Very collaborative, mentoring 

ii. Trending toward more civil-procedure 
 

IV. Why? 
 

V. What do we do about it? 
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