Juvenile Dependency Flow Chart
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“Date of protective custody” — the date child is physically removed from parent(s)
Initial Hearing — the first hearing in each case
Jurisdiction Hearing — the hearing at which the court decides if the allegations are true or not
“Date entered foster care” — a court finding, defined as the date of jurisdiction

Disposition Hearing — the hearing at which the court declares dependency and orders
the plan for the family; can be held the same day as Jurisdiction or either 10 court days later (if 12

the child has been detained) or 30 calendar days later (if the child has not been detained)

Hon. Shawna Schwarz, Superior Court of Santa Clara County

Family Maintenance (“FM”) — the child is placed at home with the parent(s)

9  Six months from disposition
10 Twelve months from date entered foster care
11 Eighteen months from date of protective custody

6
7  Family Reunification (“FR”) — the child is placed in out-of-home care
8  Bypass — no reunification services are offered; go directly to 366.26 hearing

Twenty-four months from date of protective custody
13 366.26 Hearing — the hearing at which the court decides the permanent plan for the child
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Nonminor Dependent Flow Chart
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Additional Resources

Advokids.org

An 8 hour training covering basic dependency law and procedure for attorneys new to
dependency law or those seeking a refresher course. Organized around each stage ofa
dependency case, this course covers the issues that regularly arise and the procedures that
apply at each stage of the case. This training is designed to give attorneys an introduction to the
statutes, rules of court, and case law applicable to dependency proceedings. This training will
touch on child development issues: what constitutes child abuse and neglect, substance abuse,
domestic violence, and mental health issues. The course will also address family reunification
and preservation, reasonable services, and the importance and impact of these issues within
the child welfare system.

Administrative Office of the Courts

Publication: Dependency Quick Guide: A Dogbook for Attorneys Representing Children and
Parents

Website: California Dependency Online Guide (CalDog)
www.courts.ca.gov/dependencyonlineguide

Seiser e Kumli
California Juvenile Courts Practice and Procedure
Contra Costa Juvenile Advocates

2020 N. Broadway, Suite 203A Walnut Creek, CA 94596
Phone (855) 999-2252
Marjorie@contracostajuvenileadvocates.org
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