
 
 

 
The Contra Costa County Bar Association 

proudly presents... 
 
 

Our 2018 Luncheon Keynote Speaker 

DAVID KELLY  
Golden State Warriors  

Chief Legal Officer, Business and Basketball 
 

In Conversation with  
James Wu, CCCBA President 

of Quarles & Brady LLP 
 

Charting a Diverse Path 
 in the Legal Profession  

Along with taking us down his own career path, David Kelly will discuss current 
topics in sports law and elaborate on issues related to the entitlement and 

construction of the Chase Center and the related development. 
 

 



Speaker Biography 

 
David Kelly is in his eighth season with the Golden State Warriors. His new title Chief Legal 
Officer Business and Basketball serves as the team’s chief legal officer and manages many of 
the company’s key projects and initiatives on both the business and basketball sides of the 
operation, including legal matters related to the proposed new sports and entertainment 
center in San Francisco’s Mission Bay neighborhood. 
 
Prior to joining the Warriors, David was a partner at Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP where he 
provided legal counsel to a variety of sports teams and related clients, including the Golden 
State Warriors, Boston Celtics, Chicago Bulls, Oakland Athletics, Chicago White Sox, St. Louis 
Blues, Stockton Thunder, Time Warner Cable and Comcast Spectacor, regarding television, 
radio and internet rights agreements, arena/stadium matters, intellectual property issues, and 
sponsorship and naming rights agreements. David also advised clients in corporate transactions 
such as mergers, acquisitions and tender offers; represented underwriters in public offerings; 
and provided counsel to public companies with respect to securities law compliance, disclosure 
requirements and corporate governance matters. 
 
Outside of his work with the Warriors, Kelly serves on the board of directors for the Justice and 
Diversity Center and California ChangeLawyers. He is also a UNCF Leadership Council Member 
and is involved in numerous bar associations across the country. Most recently, Kelly was 
named the 2018 Corporate Counsel of the Year in the Private Category by the San Francisco 
Business Times and Silicon Valley Business Journal. 
 
With Kelly’s help, the Warriors were nominated again this year for Sports Team of the Year by 
the SportsBusiness Journal, an award the team has been nominated for in four of the past five 
seasons and won in 2014 and 2016. Kelly also represented the franchise in Monaco on February 
27, 2018, at the 2018 Laureus World Sports Awards, where the Warriors were honored as a 
finalist for the Team of the Year award 
 
David has a passion for music and his work as a musician has been featured on the CBS Evening 
News and CNN, and in Time Magazine, the New York Times, the Chicago Tribune and the Wall 
Street Journal. He has also toured in the United States, Canada, England, the Netherlands, 
Sweden, Portugal and Brazil. 
 
A native of Chicago, David earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from Morehouse College in 1996 
and his Juris Doctor degree from the University of Illinois College of Law in 2004. He and his 
wife, Zeenat, have three children. 

 



MATERIALS FOR DAVID KELLY 
 

 

Harvard Implicit Bias Test:   
www.implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/ 
 
About diversity in the NBA: 
www.nba.com/article/2018/06/26/nba-diversity-report  
 
Board Involvement: 
www.changelawyers.org 
 
About David:   
www.nba.com/warriors/news/david-kelly-promotion-20180920 
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