
 
 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF AUTOMATIC STAY OF CIVIL ACTION OR OTHER PROCEEDING 
AND ATTORNEY.S RESPONSIBILITIES FOR GIVING OF REQUIRED NOTICE TO COURT 

 
Business and Professions Code section 6201 (b) and (c) provide as follows: 

 
(b) If an attorney, or the attorney’s assignee, commences an action in any court or any other 
proceeding and the client is entitled to maintain arbitration under this article, and the dispute is 
not one to which subdivision (b) of Section 6200 applies, the client may stay the action or other 
proceeding by serving and filing a request for arbitration in accordance with the rules established 
by the board of governors pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 6200. The request for arbitration 
shall be served and filed prior to the filing of an answer or equivalent response in the other 
proceeding; failure to so request arbitration prior to the filing of an answer or equivalent response 
shall be deemed a waiver of the client’s right to arbitration under the provisions of this article if 
notice of the client’s right to arbitration was given pursuant to subdivision (a). 
 
(c) Upon filing and service of the request for arbitration, the action or other proceeding shall be 
automatically stayed until the award of the arbitrators is issued or the arbitration is otherwise 
terminated. The stay may be vacated in whole or in part, after a hearing duly noticed by any party 
or the court, if and to the extent the court finds that the matter is not appropriate for arbitration 
under the provisions of this article. The action or other proceeding may thereafter proceed subject 
to the provisions of Section 6204. The stay does not preclude a party from seeking attachment or 
other provisional remedies that may be applicable. 
 

Rule 3.650(a) of the California Rules of Court requires the party who requested or caused 
a stay of the proceedings to notify the court of its existence, unless that party has not appeared or 
is not subject to the jurisdiction of the court, in which case the plaintiff in the pending action must 
immediately notify the court of the stay. Therefore, if you or your assignee commenced a civil 
action to recover attorney’s fees and/or costs from the client, and the clients has not appeared in 
the action, it is the responsibility of you or your assignee to notify the court of the automatic stay. 
Judicial Council Form CM-180 has been adopted for mandatory use in giving notice of a stay of 
proceedings, and a copy is attached for your use. 
 

If you are required by Rule 3.650(a) to file a notice of the stay of proceedings in a 
pending court action, please provide the fee arbitration program with a file-stamped copy with 
your reply to the client’s request for arbitration. Thank you. 


